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Class Yearbook Effort Cancelled
The UB Law Student Bar cost in the neighborhood of $10,000 or
Associatoin abandoned attempts to put to $12,000, SBA officials said. Many of those
gether a yearbook for the Class of 2000 funds would have come from yearbook
after repeated requests for 3L involvement purchases and advertising.
went largely unanswered.
Such advertising and layout is are
SBA Vice President Tanya McDuffie examples of the type of tasks requiring as
announced during the organization's Feb sistance from some of the 3L class. Fund
ruary 9 meeting. She reported that it was ing availability alone is not enough to get
not possible to create the yearbook with the j_ob done without the additional man
out assistance from members of the 3L power to put the funds to some use.
class.
McDuffie took on the project on be
The SBA's Yearbook Committee had half of the SBA after attempts to find an
sent notices to all third year law students editor earlier this year failed.
requesting students willing to work on their
Although the Class of 2000 will not
own yearbook. These notices brought little have a yearbook, 3L Elizabeth Snyder an
response leaving only McDuffie, a 2L, to nounced that she would be spearheading a
do most of the work. One volunteer with replacement memento. At the Wednesday
prior yearbook experience characterized SBA meeting she announced an effort to
the task as impossible for one person to produce a 'memory book'.
complete before the semester ends.
Snyder reported that this would
"It took three people working all last likely be produced on cardstock through a
year to put out last year's yearbook," said xerox process similar to the creation of the
second-year student David Allen, who SBA phone directory. An additional simi
spent a year as a high-school yearbook . larity to the phone directory is the method
advisor before entering law school. "This in which the book will be funded. The
late iii the year, I don't see how it could be Opinion has agreed to donate their excess
done at all."
fund'> to cover printing and reproduction
A yearbook would have also carried costs..
Also during the meeting, the SBA:
a financial burden. The SBA budget lines
*Granted Robin Barovick (3L) $300
currently include $1,000 for the yearbook
project. A completed project would have to present a paper at the Fifth Annual Na-

tional Student Convocation at the Suffolk
University School of Law. The money will
help cover travel expenses to the school
which is located in Boston, Massachusettc;.
The SBA has previously approved fund
ing for students traveling to such events as
ATLA and sports law conferences. For
more information on how to make a simi
lar funding proposal, contact your SBA
representatives.
*Officially recognized the Intellec
tual Property Journal. Efforts to establish
an Intellectual Property Journal were un
derway for much of the fall.. The SBA
voted 17-0, with one abstention, in favor
of recognizing the organization. This
makes the journal one of only seven other
journals in the country dedicated exclu-

sively to intellectual property law. Offi
cial recognition also makes the journal eli
gible to receive SBA funding. The journal
asked for $2,730 which represents the re
mainder of their proposed budget not met
by other sources. The rest of their budget
had already been accounted for through
private donations from prominent local
firms. Discussion following the proposal
concentrated on the speculative nature of
new and unproven organizations. It is the
Board's practice to only give a token of
$50 or $100 toward new clubs until they
demonstrate their performance and longev
ity. The following year's budget is then
based upon that performance from the year
before. The budget discussion was subse
quently tabled for a future meeting.

Cochran to deliver speech at UB
Fameddefense attorney Johnnie
Cochran, Jr., will speak at the University
at Buffalo this week.
Cochran, whose high-profile clients
have included O.J. Simpson, Reginald
Denny and Michael Jackson, will present
the keynote address at UB 's 24th Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr., Commemoration
on Feb. 16. He will speak on the influence
of the media on race relations.

A graduate of the University of Cali
fornia at Los Angels and Loyala Law
School, Cochran served as deputy city at
torney for the City of Los Angeles, as
signed to the Criminal Division, for two
years before founding a private firm.
The commemoration will be pre
sented by UB and the ames Fenton Lec
ture Foundation. It is sponsored by the
Buffalo Association of Black Jounalists.

Ellen Gibson, Director of UB Law Library, Retires
by Peter Nicely '01
On December 17, 1999 Ellen Gibson, the long
time Director of the Law Library has retired. Ms. Gibson
was with the Law Library for twenty five years and was
the Director sincer 1984. She now plans to enjoy her
retirement pursuing her many other interests. The Law
School is currently conducting a search for a new Di
rector and hopes to have the position filled in the next
few months. Marcia Zubrow is currently the acting_Di
rector.
Ms. Gibson first joinded the Law Library refer
ence staff at UB in 1974. She worked part-time at the
library for several years and began attending law school
in 1977 and earned her Juris Doctorate from UB in 1980.
She was originally inter~sted in progressing in the field
of Law Librarianship and academic administration, but
in the course of her lega~ studies she became interested
in Tax Law. After graduating and becoming licensed
she practiced in pension law and estates for three years
at Albrecht, McGuire, Heffrin and Grey where she met
her husband who is still with the firm.
In 1983 the UB Law Library Directorship was
vacant and the school was not satisfied with any of the
candidates who applied to fill the position. Tom Hedrick,
who was the Dean of the Law School at that time (later
Provost and now Dean of the School of Architecture)
contacted Ms. Gibson and she agreed to take the posi
tion a'i Director- a'i it gave her more free time to spend
with her.two young children.
At that time Ms. Gibson had little experience
in library administration and Wade Newhouse now UB
Law Professor Emeritus, who has taught Constitutional
Law, International Law, and Educational Law, acted as
the Director and Ms. Gibson acted as the Assistant Di
rector while she learned how to do the job. She took
over the Directorship in 1984 and published her first
edition of New York Legal Research Guide inl988. For
that publication she received the Andrews Bibliographic
Award from the American Association of Law Librar
ians. In 1998 she published her second edition of the

Guide for which she recieved the Tony Greek Award
from the Association of Law Libraries of Upstate New
York.
The Guide is considered to be the most compre
hensive and authoritative reference book on legal re
search in New York State. The first edition was pub
lished in 1988, when Lexis and Westlaw existed but the
internet did not. The revised second edition, published
in 1998, contains an expansion of the first edition's his
torical work along with information on internet legal
research databases and other legal research sources that
are available on State law. The revised edition also con
tains a large section on researching New York City law
which was written by the Assistant director at St. John's,

Bill Manns. The Guide is now in its third edition. When
Ms. Gibson began her work here, there was really no
comprehensive New York legal research guide available.
She recognized the need for a comprehensive guide and
spent years compiling and organizing sources and writ
ing the guide. The Guide also contains information and
resources available on topics such as background on the
New York State Admininistrative Code and peculiari
ties of the history of how our consolidated laws came to
be.
Ms. Gibson now plans to pursue her many other
interests. Currently she is working with the Sierra Club,
the Audobon Society, the Citizen's Campaign for the
Environment to persuade the State to designate Zore
Valley "Multiple Use" Area as a natural area to prevent
logging of old-growth timber inside the gorge, but the
State Dept. of Environmental Conservation wants to re
serve the right to log this natural area which Ms. Gibson
loves dearly. Reservation of this right would only leave
open the door for future logging which would mar the
beauty and depleat the soil of the area. Zore Valley is
truly beloved by many naturalists and recreationalists
who would rather lie down and die before allowing it to
be Jogged. Ms. Gibson is also the present Chair of the
local Adirondack Mountain Club. In the past, she par
ticipated in the successful effort to prevent the State from
logging Wild Cherry stands in Allegheny State Park.
Ms. Gibson's real passion is backpacking. She
often backpacks with the Adirondack Mountain Club in
the Adirondacks and in 1he. Pennsylvania State Forest
system. She also hikes in the National Forest system on
occasion. Several years ago she hiked several hundred
miles of the lower part of the Appalachian Trail. She
plans to cover a three hundred mile section of the trail
sometime in the near future.
Ms. Gibson is also a chairperson of the advisory
board of WBFO, the UB radio station. She is married
and has two children, a son who lives in San Diego, and
a daughter who lives in Butte Montana. Her husband
practices estate Jaw at Albrecht and McGuire here in
Buffalo.
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EDITORIAL

Put Cameras Back
Into the Courtroom
by David Allen '01
A recent article in the Buffalo News stated that the state Legislature wasn't likely
to approve the use ofrecording devises in courtrooms.That's a shame.
Camersa and tape recorders were permitted by law in courtrooms for several
years. Putof off by the circus atmosphere surrounding the OJ. Simpson trial in 1995,
our state representatives decided to not renew the Law.
While we all have nightmares about Marcia Clark's bad hair days, DNA statistics
and Johnnie Cochran rhyming fit and acquit,it would be wrong to color all courtroom
media coverage by one Court TV miniseries.
I can speak from experience. In my former Life as a community newspaper re
porter, I spent years covering a Local county Local court. Every session, I and other
reporters would show up with the small, hand-held cassette recorders, similar to the
ones countless Law students bring to class. Despite the fears ofour elected Assembly
men, not once did we shove a microphone in a defendent's face after a verdict; we
discretely taped the proceedings to ensure the accuracy ofour information.
The only occasions televisoin cameras would crop up was at the end ofa murder
or sexual abuse trial.
At all times, the pro.siding judge held great power over the use of any recording
device. Most often, he required a request three days ahead oftime, and normally placed
severe restrictoins on our use of them. Never was anyone allowed to film the jury or a
witness. As oft.en as not, it was easier to wait outside to shoot footage ofthe defendent.
None of the other arguments against recording courtroom cameras wash, either.
Only in the most extreme cases would the on-site media coverage create difficulty for a
defendant to receive a fair trial.
On the contrary, the advent of Court TV has been a positive influence on the
American public. For those ofus who don't hag out at the Courthouse for fun, most of
our prior exposure to the legal field has been reruns ofPerry Mason, LA Law and more
recently, Law & Order and (shudder) Ally McBeal. For those who don't watch much
television, we may have been entertained by a good John Grisham novel. I wondeer
how many of us applied for law school with visions ofa favorite-colored Porshe danc
ing in our heads.
The ability to bring a camera into the courtroom has enabled the common media
to present America with a tru.e view of how our legal system works. Accordingly, the
more people know about the legal process, the more inclined they are to trust it.
And despite the fear that . ome attorneys will use the spotlight to showboat or
drum up business, a lawyer facing a camnera would more likely spend more time pre
paring to do his or her Joh, in fear oflooking like a fool in front ofnot only the coourtroom,
but all of the viewing audience as well.
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Tips For Pl/PS - An inside
look at the N.Y.U. Public
Interest Job Fair/Symposium
by Kevin Hsi '00
This is a slightly updated version ofan article that I wrote for The Opinion two
years ago (Feb. 9, 1998 issue).
Over the past few years, I have attended the annual Public Interest/ Public
Service Job Fair and Symposium (better known as Pl/PS ("pips")) at New York Univer
sity (N.Y.U.) Law School. In addition, I have also attended the NAPILjob fair in Wash
ington D.C. twice during the fall semester to meet with public interest employers from
across the country. Given that the PI/PS fair is THE major event for law students look
ing for public-interest jobs and internships in and around the New York City area, I feel
that a little advance knowledge ( call it advice if you wish) could be helpful particularly
for the lL'i and other students who are going for the first time.
First of all, the fair itself is open to all law students. Therefore I strongly
encourage everyone, especially lL'i, who have any interest toward'i the public sector
(i.e. government or non-profit) to do their best to try and attend the PI/PS fair which will
be held on February 17 and 18 at N .Y.U. Law School. Even if you have not submitted
a resume through the Career Service Office (CSO) and/or you do not have any official
interviews lined up for the fair, there are three major reasons why you should try and go.
The first reason is that while several organizations have previously scheduled
interviews for the fair, virtually every organization will have some additional represen
tatives available to speak to everyone else at a specified table where they will have
informational material available. These are known as " table-talks." They are basically
informational interviews which require no previous arrangement and they are a good
way for learning more about what's out there in the public interest field. While many of
the employers from the PI/PS fair are from the New York City area, there are always
numerous public interest organizations from around the country who will also be present.
Almost all interviewers will accept resumes on the spot and some have even been known
to schedule a formal interview right away within the next few days right after your talk
(though that did not happen to me personally). From personal experience, I have found
almost all of the organizations' representatives to be very friendly and open to all ques
tions. Of course, it's up to the individual to approach them first since there could be
hundreds of people moving around the fair and talking at the same time. As an aside, it
should be noted that the representative may not necessarily be the most "representative"
member of that organization, so do not let F.I.S. (First Impression Syndrome) deter you
from speaking to someone at an organization which you might be interested in.
The second reason for going is that there are several career panels which are
open to everyone. These panels cover a wide range of the public interest world (i.e. legal
services, criminal justice, civil rights and civil liberties, labor and employment law,
human rights and public international law, etc.) and consist of practicing public interest
attorneys from all over the country. Basically the attorneys tend to discuss what they do,
how they got to where they are and what you can do to try to get to where they are or
wherever else you want to be. Having attended several different panels over the past
few years, I know that all of the panelists strongly encourage questions from the audi
ence and they tend to be frank yet optimistic about their life in the public interest field.
The third reason is simply this: networking. The sad truth is that it's hard to get
any job (at least one which is satisfying in the long-run) without networking. My im
pression of this is that it is especially true within the public interest community. There
are various reasons for this, not the least of which are the economic ones. Non-profits
by their very nature are forced to be selective in their hiring (whether for internships or
full-time jobs) by virtue of their limited funding. A'i such, they will like to hire people
who they can rely on and the way to become one of these people is by networking ( and
by demonstrating your commitment to some of their causes along the way).
In addition, because we are in Buffalo, it is even harder for almost all of these
groups to come up here as it is for us to go down there to New York City given their
limited budgets. (Heck, even many multi-million dollar Wall Street law firms would
rather have us visit them than for them to visit us although it's likely that their reasons
are not solely economic ones.) Without a doubt, the Pl/PS fair is the best place to meet
the largest number of employers from the largest number of places all at once. Even
though it may not be the ideal way to conduct a job search (being in a room with hun
dred-; of lawyers and Jaw students isn't too pleasant for most people), the potential
networking opportunities are tremen"dous especially if you remember to follow up on
them. Even if you don't get any offers right away, keep in touch with your contacts as
many will try to help you out so that you can maintain your commitment to causes that
both of you believe in. The public interest community (sadly) isn't that large, so even
one connection with one person or organization can likely go a long way throughout
your Jaw school career and possibly beyond.
My final tips are these: First, dress up as you would for any formal job inter
view. While there's no official dress code that I know of, it's much safer that way. One
irony is that for an area of Jaw that tends to pride itself on its relaxed dress code and
attitude (as compared to the private firms), the appearances of virtually all the inter
viewers and interviewees were formal yet comfortable, professional, and yes, even con
servative (although the .attitudes did vary from interviewer to interviewer). Second,
bring more than one version of your resume and bring lots of it. Third, do some advance
research on your top choices in CSO and if possible on the issues which those organiza
tions deal with - this is a good way to impress the interviewer with your knowledge and
will prevent him/her from having to give the same canned speech again (they'll prob
ably appreciate it too) . Fourth, when you get there, try not to be intimidated by the size
of the crowd and the hectic pace. A<; long as you don't have any formal interviews
scheduled., you can work the room at your own pace. Finally, as cliched as it sound-;, try
to relax, talk to different people whenever you can and have some fun - after all, you'll
have a weekend in New York City to look forward to when you are done.
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WILL BE SPEAKING ON HOW TO PREPARE
.
FOR
THE NEW YORK BAR EXAM AT:
'

University at Buffalo
Date: Wednesday, March 1, 2000
_
·Place: Room 109
Time: 3:00 P.M. ~ 4:00 P.M.
DON'T MISS IT!
PIZZA & PIEPER BAR REVIEW...
WHAT AWINNING COMBINATION!!!

THE PIEPER BAR REVIEW

1-800-635-6569
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The Roots of
Rationality
(A Spoof)
By Peter Nicely '01
A long long time ago there was a man who went
by the name of Euthlid. That was his name because
that wa<; what his fellow Greeks called him - Euthlid.
Some readers may know that Euthlid was a mathema
tician. The problem was that in his day people had no
conception of the difference between ration and irra
tional numbers. All they knew about was whole num
bers because they proved their mathematical theorems
by pushing around pebbles and other physical objects
like marbles, twigs, fruits, etceteras. It fell upon Euclid,
a relatively ignorant man who simple loved to play
around with numbers, to one day stumble upon the dis
covery which singled him out and made him known as
the father ofEuclidian Geometry (modern man changed
the spelling of his name).
Back at the time when Euthlid was in his prime
there were not very many trees around because that
part of the planet had already been deforested long be
fore he was born. So the Greeks, like the Egyptians
and and most everyone else, used mushed up swamp
reeds to write on (except, of course, the northern Euro
peans who used the more cerebral sheepskins). People
back then called it papyrus. Unfortunately for Euclid,
he went unemployed for a period of time. It fell upon
Euthlid's wife to support the family. Euthlid's wife
was known as Corroburatis because that was what
people called her. Euthlid had to stay home and care
for their young child whose name was Eruptionides
because that was what everybody called him. But this
turned out to be an historically fortunate set of circum
stances for the posterity of the civilized world as we
shall soon see.
Well, needless to say, there were no disposable
diapers back at that time and even if there were, Euclid
would not be able to afford to use them . One day when
Euthlid was babysitting Eruptionides and Corroboratis
wa-; out gathering roots and what-not to contribute to
the household, Euclid made his fateful discovery. On
days like this when Euclid had to baby-sit Eruptionides,
he had gotten ~nto the then strange habit of making com
putations on papyrus (an abstract representational form
that was far removed from the normal corporeal method
of computation with real, whole objects). Now, on the
day in question, it came to pass that Eruptionides was
suffering from contiuous intermittent eruptions of a par
ticularly malodorous substance and had developed a
bit of a ra'ih on the posterior section of the gluteus maxi
mus (now known as dia.per rash). Having nothing else
on hand at the time, Euthlid seized one of his large
sheets of Papyrus, ripped it in half, and swaddled the
babe in the fortuitously absorbent material.
When Euthlid returned to his numerical figures
he realized exactly what he had just done. He had used
a mathematical formula to cover a ra'ih on Eruptionides'
tender little bottom. When Corroboratis returned home
that evening Euthlid proudly displayed the unsoiled
Eruptionides to his wife and she declared that Euthlid
had discovered a "rash anal" use of numbers. She im
mediately went out into the community and proclaimed
far and wide and openly that her husband had devel
oped a new more absorbant "ra'ih anal" formula which
involved the use of a new concept called division. The
Eu th lids didn't patent the form~la but everybody
wanted to know how to divide their papyrus in this
knew rash anal way since diaper rash was a common
malady for which there was no known cure. The pro
cess was so popular that he devised theorems to ex
plain what exactly was going on when people tore their
papyrus in half for the purpose of protecting their ba
bies' bottoms.
Eventually, EuthJid abbreviated the words and
further developed some additional thoughts on differ
ences between "rationality" and irrationality and for
mulated the Euclidian Geometry that we all now know
and love.

,Job Goddess' talks to law students
By Gabe DiMaio '01
Kimm Walton, author of the
book "Guerilla Tactics For Getting
The Law Job Of Your Dreams" made
a promise to the U.B.law students
assembled in O'Brian Hall. She said
that she would help them find the job
of their dreams.
"If you don't believe me now,
you will believe me one hour from
now.. ."
She was right. With the enthu
siasm of an evangelist at a revival
meeting, Walton was outgoing and
funny as she expressed twelve steps

for success. These steps were gleaned
not from her experience. More im
portantly, she said, it was the experi
ence of many students using strate
gies that have succeeded.
As she paced the floor,
Walton's advice was eagerly lapped
up by the law students. Much of the
advice was based in common sense
that stressed the student believing in
themselv·es, preparation, and enthu
siasm.
"Enthusiasm will get you
hired! Pretending you don't want the
job only works when you date," she
said as she pointed to her recently

Business Review seeks
spring submissions ·
The Buffalo Business Review
is seeking submissions of articles or
manuscripts for publication it its
spring 200 issue.
The articles should range in
length from 1-20 pages or up to
25,000 words, and can include
graphs, charts or any other appropri
ate visual aid'i. The deadline for sub
missions is March 15.
The articles can address a
breadth of businesses from the large
corporation to the single entrepreneur
and can touch on all the aspects of
the business environment including
financial, organizational, legal, tech
nological and human resource issues.
Articles dealing with issues that are
pertinant to the businesses and eco
nomic factors in Western New York
are encouraged.
The articles should be typed in
Microspft Word 6.0 or 7.0 or a com
patible program.
Any chartsm graphs or other
visual depictions should be included
in the document (and on the disc ver
sion) when it is submitted.
Please include your full name,
office address and a phone/fax/email
where you may be reached.
When submiting publications
to the Buffalo business Revie3w, you
must include a hard copy version and

UBLaw
Student Bar
Association
sets spring
meetings
The UB Law Student bar
Assdociation will meet on the
following dates:
Feb. 23
March 22
April 5
April 19
The meetings will be held
at 3 p.m. in room 109.
If you, your club or orga
nization would like to be placed
on the ageda for the meetings, a
message must be left in the mail
box of SBA Parlimentarian
Mary Snyder, by 4 p.m. of the
Thursday preceding the meeting-

s final saved version on a 3.5 inch
IBM-formatted disc. Both the hard
copy and diskette will be returned to
you if you include the necessary en
velope and postage.
Submissions may be sent via
email to scudder@acsu.buffalo.edu
as an attached Word document that
conforms to the above specifications.
If you choose to submit your
document via email a hard coipy will
need to be sent before your work can
ber published.
The address for submission is
Brion A. Scudder, Buffalo Business
Review, State University of New
York at Buffalo, Sdlool of Manage
ment, 316 Jacobs Hall, Buffalo, New
York 14261.

acquired wedding ring.
After a hour with the group,
Walton took questions from the au
dience and then stayed to answer the
questions during a reception held af
terwards.
Walton, author of "Guerilla
Tactics For Getting The Law Job Of
Your Dreams" and other advice
books, is the also the creator of the
"Law in a Flash" study aids for law
students.
Students interested in more in
formation are encouraged to send
questions to her at Jobgoddess @
AOL.com

SUMMER
LAW STUDY
In

Barcelona

Dublin

Florence
London
Moscow
Oxford
Paris
San Diego
:t:
{J::J)
Univer8it.y of &n Diet,:>
FOREIGN LAW PROGRAMS
SCHOOL OF LAW
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110-2492
e-mail: ckino@acusd.edu
tax: 6191260-2230
hnp://www.acusd.edu/lawabroad
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FREE ETHICS
M.P.R.E. REVIEW
r

COME EXPERIENCE THE PIEPER METHOD BECAUSE
PIEPER PEOPLE PASS!

·AT
UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO
DATE: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2000
PLACE: O'BRIAN HALL - ROOM 214
TIME: 9:00 TO 5:15 P.M.

Walk-in's are welcome or contact your Pieper Head Representative
Francisco Ayala, Ill. Each student will receive the free two-part
M.P.R.E. Review Books.

TEST DATE: FRIDAY, MARCH 10, 2000

THE PIEPER BAR REVIEW
1-800-635-6569
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Sooner or later, you're going to have to
ptove to an employer that you did some
thing to make your school a better place.
After all, firms .want to see more than
grades, they want to see the type of person who's involved, who
does that something extra for their community.
Corne in and see how being part of the Opinion can
fit into your schedule, enhance your resume and
cast your involvement in the best possible light.
Yeah, we know, it's not the Buffalo Law Review ...
However, you are still writing, without having to become
a cloistered site checker, and get to see and be seen.
Not convinced it's worthwhile.
Corne on down and see how you
can have an office larger than
some faculty, .conveniences such
as a refrigerator, microwave,
coffee, stereo, non-public
computers, and a host of other
perks including the opportunity to
get your name in the national
Who's Who. Remember, the
words 'editor' can look good on
your resume.
You need us ... and we
certainly need you.
Hey, it's perfect ..

February 14, 2000

Ski trips, artwork, tatoos and even an
autographed hockey stick will be up for sale next
week, when the Buffalo Public Interest Law pro
gram hosts its fifth annual fundraising auction.
The Fifth Annual BPILP Auction will be held
Friday, Feb. 25, at the Adam's Mark Hotel, on
Church Street in downtown Buffalo, from 7-11 p.m.
The annual event raises money to fund a se
ries of public interest summer fellowships for law
students.
Last year, BPILP raised more than $15,000
through the auction, using the money to sponsor 15
summer fellowships, including several co-sponsored
with other VB Law School organizations.
Students receiving fellowships have used the
assistance to particiapate in public interest activi
tie: worldwide. Past fellowships have included stud
ies at the Center for Justice & International Law in
Paraguay; the Center for Women's Rights in War
saw, Poland; the Federal Defender's office in San
Diego, and Greater Boston Legal Servicxes in Bos-

The annual Barrister's Ball wil be held Friday, March
31. According to planners, this year's ball will be the best
yet.
The event will be held from 7 p.m. - midnight at the
Hyatt Grand Ballroom. Tickets will cost $27 per person.
VB Law students can take advantage of a special rate
of $79 for a rooom at the Hyatt. "This discount is given so
everyone at the ball can party without the worry of a DWI,"
said SBA P.arlimentarian Mary Snyder.
Coctail hour will begin at 7 p.m. with a top shelf

by Peter DeWind '00
Money is property, not speech. The concept
may sound simple, yet, this precept may have far
reaching effects upon the operation of the Ameri
can Democratic process. It is from one of two deci
sions recently handed down by the U.S. Supreme
Court which dramatically affect the rules by which
political campaigns may be run in the future .
The first case, dealing with campaign finance
limitations, is currently one of the major issues in
the Presidential race. For example, GOP candidate
McCain bas been stumping in favor of finance re
form while George W. Bush, with his tramendous
warchest, has come out in favor of lifting all financ
ing limitations.
This latter position is based upon the argu
ment that campaign contributions are a form of
speech. Limiting money, therefore, is seen as a limi
tation upon one's speech. In short, money is not a
thing, money is speech.
This position is in direct contradiction to the
prior Supreme Court stance taken in Buckley v.
Balejo. That case had found campaign finance re
strictions to be permissible under the U.S. Consti
tution. However, that case had been decided by a
different bench in 1976.
That decision had reflected the view that it
was necessarry to limit political contributions in
order to protect the integrity of the democratic pro
cess . This position has become quite popular as
many, including GOP candidate John McCain, es
pouse the corrupting effects of large donations upon
polical integrity.
Regardless of popular wisdom, many believed
the current, and more conservative, Court had been
dropping hints that it would like to back away from
their position that contribution caps are constitu
tional.
In the current case, Nixon v. Shrink Missouri
PAC, the Court was considering a challenge brought
against a Missouri law which had placed a $1,075
cap on policial contributions. When Zev David
Fredman was defeated in his bid for state auditor,
he blamed it on fundraising limitations. He and his
supporting PAC believed the cap was too low and
hampered one's ability to run against incumbants.
This gave the Court it's first opportunity to review
the prior Buckley decision.
In a 6-3 vote, the Court decided to uphold the
Missouri Law. The actual issue in the case was a
narrow quibbling with inflation adjustments since
1976. The true importance of this ruling, however,
is in the fact that it maintains the Buckley campaign
finance dichotomy wherein it is impermissible to
place limitations upon how much a given campaign
may spend, but permissible to limit how much of
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cheesecake on a rasberry chocolate covered plate.
Attendees are welcome to dance if they feel inspired
at anytime during the evening; a disc jockey will begin
playing music after dinner, until midnight. This year's DJ

until Friday, Feb . 3, -each day in front of the SBA office
from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Questions regarding the ball can be directed to Snyder
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in the SBA office.
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This year, more than 40 BPILP memebers
have spent a large amount of time soliciting more
than 200 items to be auctioned off at next week's
event.
Items up for auction will include:
*Dance lessons
*Sabres tickets
*Philharmonic tickets
*A hockey stick autographed by the Sabres
*Tattoos
*Movie Passes
*BARBRI tuition reductions
*Antiques
* Date packages
"Everything is donated," said event co-chair
Sarah Smith, noting that several professors have also
chipped in to assist the cause.
Tickets for the auction will cost $15 for stu
dents, and $30 for the general public. The evening
includes hot and cold hor deurves, dessert and cof
fee. Tickets will be sold in front of the law school
library, Monday through Thursday, from 10 a.m. - 3
p.m.

Money is not Speech and other
Campaign Oddities

Don't Miss Out On
The Barrister's Ball!
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that may come from any one given campaign do
nor. In short, when it comes to contributors, money
is property, not speech.
This resolves, for the time being, the question
of whether finance reform is permissible. What re
mains to be seen is whether it will be allowed. The
majority pointed the proposition that it is important
to protect the integrity of the democratic system from
the corrupting influence of money. The dissent, how
ever, pointed out that limiting campaign contribu
tions, while allowing unfettered campaign spend
ing, only leads to covert corruption. As legitimate
channels are closed off, interested parties may turn
to other ways of getting candidate's to pay attention
to their positions. Justice Sourter termed it "covert
speech funded by unlimited soft money". The ques
tion is which is more damaging in the long run.
The court issued another opinion at affecting
the democratic process at the same time as the Nixon
opinion was handed down . While this one may not
have as great an effect upon the national picture,
it's philosophic underpinnings much more disturb
tng.
In brief, it is now OK to perpetuate discrimi
nation so long as one does not make it worse. The
case, Reno v. Bossier Parish School Board, dealt
with attempts to redraw the voting districts for a
school board election. The school district was 20%
minority, however, the all white school board wished
to redraw the voting lines to keep the minority
groups from gaining a seat on the board.
Since the mid-60's, the Department of Justice
has had the power to intervene when such racially
motivated redistricting is occurring. The Court, how
ever, ruled that the Department of Justice may not
intervene in such an instance because the effect of
the redistricting placed the community's minorities
in no worse position than they had been previously.
Think about that ... because no one on the
board had been a minority, that part of the commu
nity was not put in a worse position through a viola
tion of voting rights and, therefore, the DOJ can no
longer intervene.
Because the DOJ can not get involved for
'mere perpertuation' of racism through redistrict
ing, the task of fighting continuing discriminatory
harms falls squarely upon the community's shoul
ders.
. Private actions are expensive and this factor
alone could be enough to stifle community action.
However, it is the release of possible DOJ presure
which may be most troublesome to those who wish
to stop such practices.
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